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What do they think? Students’ reactions to viewing graphic images
of sexually transmitted infections in sexuality education
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RESULTS

* Vouth ages 15-24 are Shproportconatsly afected by
senually trassmitted infections [5T13) which can have
sevare health consequence: !

+ Ihlost youth recelve school- baded sexualty education” and
many potteecondary matitunont provide STI education in
scademic and prog

* According 19 rational experts, ihoreing praphic pctures of
STH IS 8 COMPRON practioe in sesu sty education

+ Sesmp Lenuslity etue sy coniater Brapi imiged an
importanit educational tool; otfvers consider graphic images
Hear apgals, However, slutenty’ /eactions 1o viewng
ARELE IMAZEs Nave rever Bitn empincally invesngated

* This $tialy soiaght 1o Ml this iessarch and pracmde g by
enamining students’ reactions. to wewing 3T1 graphic
WTADES N SERUaity STULETON.

METHODOLOGY

*+ A part ol & larger study, s spring 2016 undengpraduste
students srvolled in haalth-related cowne at 3 s pubic
Midweitern unheruty watched aa onbee ST1 edutaton
irogram that had graphic images of chiamydia, gonarhea,
hirpi, HPV, and fyshila.

= A th completion of the program. studénts were asked
“WhaE went IRrough pour Mind when reou saw the 571
pictures?”

= Coryentignal conten anakyuis wa periormed for the
H=167 responses to mdentify themes.
* Cosng wian based on the partopants penpective

» Coding was not exchusive 33 many responses
reprevented multipie themes.

Participant Demographics (N=167)

Reactions to viewing ST Graphic Image

B O d &

B.4% Positive

BE.6% Megative  3.0% Positive  5nd Negative

Thematic responses to
“What went through your mind when you sow the STI pictures?

% Exemplars
“That i dagustng”
— -

"1 Ay SO W B0 v B T
by boced panful®
T e aenmbort sbie”
“Oh that s how & willl lock ke when | hawe
e
“That it loxokn painfid andl untygenic and that |
ol Lisrepiete meaees 1o oo U persbsity.”
“Gironn, buut very Informative®
iy e very sany dnd made me frel weird®
T ———

"B wan divturbing bo ook af*

* Shasents o paimarly R gt FEAETIONS 10 viewssg STI
Eraphic rmages.

= STIgraphk imapes could be comdentd Sagial appaah
rathuer than foar appeals; disgust is an emerging reseanch
area that has besn found to positsvly influsnce behavior
change” but may i be ethically probieenatic '

= Semuality sducaton thould wegh their goals of wing STI
ErIBhe mages a5 an educatonsl aperoach with stusents”
perIpectives

= Aneeded area of reseanch i how studerts’ reactions 1o
wiewing graphic images impact their 511 attitedes and
behavors

* A& limizaticn of (he Stuchy was that It wis done 3t o
institution of higher education; it s possible revults may
not be pesevalizable 10 other populations.
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During the past several weeks in my internship with Dr. Lederer | finished working
on a second poster for her APHA conference presentation, pictured, and continued to
work on my literature review.

| thought | was nearly done with my literature review several weeks ago because
there did not appear to be that many relevant sources. However, through reading
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many of the articles, it seems like a broader variety of topics might be relevant to
understanding web-based sex education interventions. Several of the main points |
have learned are that web-based interventions are designed for a variety of settings,
including schools (which is most pertinent for Dr. Lederer’s work), but also to be
used in combination with community-based classes or clinic visits. Digital games are
also a popular new type of sex education method, but researchers are unsure how
effective they are, or what components of the video games makes them most
effective. It also seems that many web-based interventions are successful at
increasing health knowledge and safer sex attitudes in the short run, but it is unclear
if one-time interventions are capable of producing long term attitude or behavior
change. The overall message is that the efficacy of digital sex education
interventions is dependent on a variety of factors and much more research needs to
be done. This is good rationale for doing the study on Dr. Lederer’s data that this
literature builds up to. | am excited to start working on data analysis early next
semester!



