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Alex Nichols is a senior majoring in English, psychology, and gender & sexuality
studies, and she’s interested in a career in civil rights law or nonprofit development.
Alex also recently attended Feminist Camp.

Describe yourself and why you wanted to attend the Feminist Camp:

After interning with the National Organization for Women – NYC as well as the New
Orleans Abortion Fund this past year, I was unsure if I wanted to commit my life to
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fundraising. I wanted to have a more direct role in fighting systematic oppression, so
I began considering going into Civil Rights or Constitutional law. This uncertainty
about my future is what pushed me to attend Feminist Camp.

What were your favorite parts of the conference?

Some of my favorite parts of the conference was simply getting to meet so many
people in various stages of their lives and careers, but who all cared about feminist
issues. While I learned quite a lot from the speakers, I found that even my peers
were a terrific source of information and additional perspectives. Of the speakers we
met, Rye Young of the Third Wave Fund and Chanel Porchia of Ancient Song pushed
me to consider aspects of my feminism that I thought I had a solid understanding of.
This was particularly true for nonprofit development and for respecting the agency
of marginalized communities. I now feel even more confident of my views and the
way in which I want to aid others.

Highlight info you learned on reproductive health and reproductive justice:

Because of the thoroughness of the NCI meetings I attend as part of my reproductive
rights internship, I found that I didn’t learn too much in this one area. The visit to
Spence-Chapin did offer another angle to approach the subject though. Since I often
think of reproductive justice as access to abortion as well as the right to have and
raise a child, I overlooked the significance of adoption. I was greatly impressed by
the organization’s commitment to informing pregnant individuals of the many
options they have outside of adoption.

Detail what you learned that you hope to never forget:

Regardless of the path you end up taking in life, you can always stay true to your
values. Getting the chance to meet and hear about women who worked in the
government, at nonprofits dedicated to these issues, as well as those who worked in
places that could be considered problematic, such as Vice or a corporate law firm.
There is an infinite number of ways to be a feminist.

Why should other students attend a Feminist Camp?

Other students should attend Feminist Camp because it was the first time that I was
told the skills I’ve gained and the knowledge I’ve learned over these last three years
can be applied and even valued in the workforce. Previously, I struggled to see



careers beyond academia or non-profit organizations. Now, I recognize there really
aren’t any restrictions on my feminism.

How did this experience help with your future ambitions?

I came to Feminist Camp in hopes of determining which of the careers I was
considering would fulfill and challenge me. However, it actually made me aware that
there are countless other directions I could go in. I’m still unsure of my future, but
knowing that there’s always another option has made graduating and picking one
career less intimidating.

 

Does this sound like something you might be interested in? Tulane undergraduate
students can apply to NCI for funding to attend Feminist Camp. Email Betsy Lopez at
elopez@tulane.edu for more information.

Responses have been lightly edited for length and clarity.
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